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Spinning Elementary School volunteer Dawn Utti helps second
grader Isaac Pedersen-Tolman with a writing assignment.

On her way to Spinning Elementary one
rainy morning, Dawn Utti noticed through
her windshield wipers a mother walking
several blocks away with her son at her
side and a baby in her arms.

After seeing the same woman walking her
son to school several days in a row, Utti
offered to help. For months after that, Utti
drove the woman, her son, and the baby to
Spinning Elementary every morning so the
mother could wave to her child as he
walked into school. Utti then took the
mother and baby home, only to return to
Spinning nearly every day to spend several
hours as a school volunteer.

Whether helping to get children to school,
working one-on-one with them in the
classroom or computer lab, running the
cotton candy machine at carnivals, sorting
mail in the office, or helping to set up
Grandparent�s Day, Utti is a familiar face
and one of the school�s most active
volunteers at Spinning.

The Puyallup School District recognized
Utti for her tireless efforts on behalf of
children by naming her as a Volunteer of
the Year. Amy Littleton of Pope Elemen-
tary also received the top volunteer honor,
and both received plaques and a reception
at the April 25 School Board meeting.
Pam Nelson, volunteer coordinator at
Wildwood Elementary, received this
year�s Award of Merit.

�Mrs. Utti is visible in all aspects of life at
Spinning,� says Principal Arturo
Gonzalez. �She volunteers time in
classrooms, assists in school-sponsored See related articles on Amy Littleton and

Pam Nelson on page 4.

events, and is actively involved in our
PTA. She is invaluable.�

Utti spends about the same amount of time
volunteering at Spinning as most people
spend at a part-time job. She averages
about 20 hours each week this year, mostly
helping students to read aloud one-on-one
or take reading tests in the computer lab.
The mother of two Spinning students also
frequently volunteers in the office to sort
mail or check attendance, helps with
school-sponsored events such as a holiday

food and toy drive, and is the liaison with
the school PTA for arranging snacks
during weeks that students take state tests.

In the six years she has volunteered at
Spinning, she has also frequently helped
students with homework after school,
organized weekend carnivals, corrected
classroom papers, designed bulletin
boards, given spelling tests to students
who were absent, and chaired nearly every
PTA committee. She also serves as a
substitute paraeducator at Spinning.

As co-PTA president last year, Utti helped
start a �Viking Victories� program, in
which teachers catch students doing
something special and write their names
on slips of paper, which are drawn out of a
bowl each month. Winners get pizza with
the principal.

�She is the go-to person for all informa-
tion at Spinning,� says Building Learning
Specialist Liz Knox. �You can�t say
enough about what she does, and she has
the kind of rapport that makes kids want to
do well.�

For Utti, her favorite volunteer role is
reading with students. �Just to be able to
see the children � how happy they are
when they read a book.�

That one-on-one help is one of many
assets that Utti brings to JoAnn Noel�s
second-grade classroom. �She is invalu-
able to me,� says Noel. �The kids really
look forward to reading or working with
her.�

One recent morning at Spinning, first-
grader Demetrius McCoy saw Utti sitting
in the computer lab and, with two books
tucked under his arm, popped his head in
to say hi and gave her a quick hug before
heading off to class.

Gonzalez adds, �Her great attitude
reinforces the positive school climate that
we desire for our students and staff. She is
just plain wonderful.�
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Superintendent's Message
Reorganizing to improve student achievement

Tony  Apostle
Superintendent

Improving student achievement is our
number one goal. To that end, changes in
our use of financial resources and admin-
istrative priorities are needed if we expect
our students to perform at a higher
academic level than ever before. The
world our current kindergartners, class of
2017, will enter after high school gradua-
tion will be vastly different from the world
our June 2005 graduates will experience.

I recently announced a decision to replace
our District�s decades-old administrative
model for student learning with one that
provides increased support to initiatives
that will:
� Reduce the dropout rate;
� Close the achievement gap among all

students;
� Improve WASL test scores;
� Expand program opportunities for

alternative education;
� Provide remediation for students not

meeting WASL standards; and

To view a chart of the reorganization,
visit the District�s Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Students share science know-how

� Improve alternative education programs,
as well as course offerings for our highly
capable and talented students.

We also need to be concerned about how
our high schools must be organized and
improved in the future to meet the needs of
students who pass the WASL in tenth grade.
Students in grades 11 and 12 need to be
provided the opportunity to take challeng-
ing courses that offer the appropriate
academic rigor to meet increasingly higher
admission standards at colleges and career/

technical institutions. We have realigned
the District�s administrative model to better
support student achievement and to enable
administrators to lead with greater respon-
sibility, authority and, more importantly,
increased accountability for improved
outcomes in student achievement.

The new structure, effective July 1, 2005,
results in new positions, title changes of
some existing positions, new personnel
reporting assignments, and some positions
that have been eliminated. This consolida-
tion and reorganization saves approximately
$130,000 for the 2005-06 school year. Three
administrative positions were consolidated
during the 2004-05 school year and
eliminated entirely for the upcoming year:
Director of Technology, Director of

Development, and Human Resources Special
Projects Administrator, resulting in a
$320,000 reduction in central office adminis-
tration in September 2004. Approximately
$450,000 in administrative cost reductions
will be achieved over a two-year period.

This central office administrative reorga-
nization is a clear message to our staff,
students, and community that our focus is
and must continue to be on the improve-
ment of student achievement. This serious
effort must be done with a decrease in the
costs for the central office organizational
structure � and it has been done without
another new dollar. Redesigning the
leadership model in our District is in
response to the increased requirements,
challenges, and demands of a changing
world with the goal of improving student
achievement for every student.

The Puyallup School District needs the
continued support and encouragement from
community stakeholders to provide the very
best for our students. Working together, we
can meet the future challenges with greater
confidence that we will achieve our goals of
improving student achievement.

More than 300 elementary,
junior high, and high school
students entered the seventh
annual District science fair and
timed straw tower contest during
this year�s Spring Fair. The
science fair is a cooperative
effort between the School
District and the Western Wash-
ington Fair.

(Photo on left): Taylor Harris, a
fourth grader from Maplewood
Elementary School, eyes his
tower made of straws. Students
in grades four through 12 built
free-standing structures using
only straws and paper clips and
tested the strength with the
weight of a hard-boiled egg.

A complete list of science fair
project and straw tower contest
winners and honorable mentions
can be found on the School
District�s Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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Volunteers make a difference to student success

Rogers High School
hosts ninth graders at
leadership conference

Museum highlights

It is amazing to look at our District from
a bird�s eye level. Geographically, our
students are spread over 55 miles of
varied terrain ranging from open farm
land to a dense urban environment.

The Puyallup School District, established
150 years ago as the third district
recognized in Washington Territory, ranks
tenth out of 296 in Washington state in
the number of students served.  It should
be noted Washington state was not
established until 34 years later.  In fact,
our District was established seven years
before the Civil War began! As all of the
numbers show, the legacy of our District
is extensive and powerful.

More than 20,000 students are educated
every day in our 31 schools, and they

are served with energy and enthusiasm
by more than 1,200 teachers.  Our
teaching cadre is augmented by more
than 800 additional support staff
members who are also committed to
providing the best education possible.

Significant to the success of our
District�s students is the huge number of
volunteers also committed to our
children. The numbers tell the story, and
they are staggering. Last year alone,

more than 3,500 volunteers dedicated
85,100 hours in our elementary, junior
high, and high schools.

The breadth of volunteers is great, and it
reaches across all aspects of our local
community.  At our schools, we have
excellent support for activities such as
book fairs, field trips, and science fairs.
The microscopic level shows volunteers
helping and tutoring students one-on-
one.  This work is critical given that
individual attention is so valuable to
student success.

We also rely on volunteers who give
their time to Districtwide endeavors
such as bond and levy campaigns.
Important advice is also received from
volunteers about our District budget
and how we should best spend our funds

to increase student success, as well as on
a variety of other topics as volunteers
serve on various District committees
and task forces.

Our business community has been quick
to add financial support and share their
expertise and experience in many areas.
And our staff members not only spend
their day educating, but they are also
very involved in volunteerism and
activities outside of their work day.

Providing a meaningful education for
our kids is a big job, and every level of
involvement is so important.  Thank you
for the leadership and support you
provide through your volunteer work in
our schools.  If we truly believe the next
generation is important, all of your
volunteer efforts will be well spent!

Exhibit design and construction continue
for two new Karshner Museum exhibits:
Camp Harmony Internment Barracks,
and Ancient Egyptian Tomb. Camp
Harmony is estimated for completion by
the end of next year, and the tomb will
be completed for sixth-grade visits by
September 2007.

Museum volunteers are needed for class
presentations and support activities.
Karshner Museum is a place to teach
history and culture to students in
kindergarten through grade five. If
interested in helping teach classes or
lend a hand with various projects, please
contact the Museum at (253) 841-8748.

Additional volunteer opportunities can
be found by joining the Friends of the
Karshner Museum. The Friends plan and
operate Family Days and host evening
events. Contact the Museum if interested
in participating.

(photo courtesy of Nate Cooney)

High school students gather with ninth graders from the District�s
six junior high schools during a �Living to Lead� conference.

Incoming high school students from each
of the District�s six junior highs learned
about leadership and developed friend-
ships at the same time during a �Living to
Lead� conference in March at the Pierce
College South Hill campus.

The leadership conference, started in
1998 by a Rogers High School senior
working on his culminating project,
brought together 20 ninth graders from
each junior high and several high school
students from Rogers, Puyallup, and
Emerald Ridge. Goals of the day were to
instill leadership qualities in young
people, break barriers between junior
highs, connect junior high students with
high school role models, create inner
junior high relationships, spark imagina-
tion, promote a better self, and have fun.

Students first listened to keynote
speaker Mike Egan, a 1985 Puyallup
High School graduate who now works
for Microsoft. They then attended

breakout sessions including topics such
as making a difference, servant leader-
ship, assets, and the importance of
getting involved and listening. The
event was �a huge success,� with junior

high students interacting and learning
from high school students with a focus
on leadership, says Mario Casello,
assistant principal at Rogers and event
coordinator.
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Coordinating a group of 242 volunteers
and making each one feel welcome,
supported, and appreciated is no easy feat.

Pam Nelson not only meets but exceeds
those expectations, according to her fellow
Wildwood Elementary School staff and
the school volunteers themselves.

The respect Nelson has earned among her
peers and her dedication to the success of
students through the coordination of
Wildwood�s volunteer program has earned
her this year�s Award of Merit. The award
is given annually to a District program
coordinator.

Nelson, a Title 1 teacher and Coordinator
of the Help One Student to Succeed

Pope Elementary volunteer supports success for all students
Each of the 3,604 volunteers in the Puyallup
School District brings something special to
the schools and the people they assist.  But
amidst the hustle and bustle of daily life at
Pope Elementary, volunteer Amy Littleton
stands out.  This year, she is honored as a
Volunteer of the Year for the Puyallup
School District for her tireless efforts on
behalf of students and staff at Pope.

For Littleton, volunteering is second
nature.  She has been dedicating her time
and energy to causes close to her heart
since the age of 18 when she participated
in a curriculum advisory committee as a
high school senior in Bellevue.

With three children enrolled at Pope, she
decided early on that she wanted to be part
of their academic lives through involve-
ment with their school and has been
volunteering for the past five years. �I love
working with the kids,� says Littleton.
�Being involved in PTA makes it hard to
keep out of things sometimes � family
nights, fund raising, classroom activities.
I just want to be involved.�

Principal Cory Crawford describes
Littleton as �the epitome of an outstanding
school volunteer.� In her active role with

the school�s PTA, Crawford praises her for
her work in planning events and activities
that are good for families, for staff, and for
students. Furthermore, he says she is an
objective and fair person �who�s not only
interested in what takes place in her own
children�s lives, but supports the success
of kids around the school. She sees and
understands the big picture.�

Littleton�s involvement in the School District
includes five years of volunteering in the
classrooms at Pope, five years on the Pope
PTA and serving as Pope PTA President for
the past two years, assisting with the fourth
grade WASL preparation last year, serving
on District committees for Elementary
Schools #22 and #23, and serving on the
District Boundary Committee.

�Amy is really a great mediator,� says Pope
Assistant Principal Rebecca Williams. �She
gave really valuable input as a parent on
our boundary study committee.  She finds a
way to take neutral ground and look at all
sides of an issue.  She�s really good at
considering what�s best for our kids at
Pope.  That�s her filter for everything.�

Since she is so involved at both the school
and District level, Littleton�s children are

learning firsthand.
�Through my involve-
ment, my kids end up
spending a lot of time
at school when they�re
not in school, so
they�re pretty in-
volved.  Hopefully
they�ll enjoy it and
want to stay involved
on their own,� she
says.

Littleton encourages
others who might be
interested in volunteer-
ing to make the first
step.  �Just get out
there and do some-
thing.  Start small.
You can do a lot of
good with a small
amount of time.
Sometimes people are
afraid to get involved
because they don�t
think they have
enough time, but there
really are a lot of
things you can do to
make a difference.� Pope Elementary volunteer Amy Littleton listens

to second grader Brett Rankin read aloud.

(HOSTS) reading program at Wildwood,
received her honor April 25 during the
District Board of Education meeting.

�On a daily basis, Pam takes the time to
talk with and listen to our volunteers,�
says Wildwood Principal Robyn
Goodwin. �She also does an outstanding
job of sharing with our volunteers that
this is a warm and welcoming school in
which to be involved.�

One way Nelson made volunteers feel
more welcome this year was by redeco-
rating an adult bathroom for volunteer
use. Nelson and her husband worked
long hours last fall to patch a leak in the

Wildwood Elementary volunteer
coordinator wins Award of Merit

Wildwood Elementary Volunteer Coordinator Pam Nelson chats with
volunteer Ruth Cook and fourth grader Alisia Cole. continued on page 5
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Students take top honors in ReflectionsWildwood coordinator

Elementary school talents Paulina
Davison, Hayden Hopkins, and Brittney-
Lee Davidson received accolades at the
state Reflections contest in the areas of
musical composition, dance/choreography,
and literature.  �A Different Kind of Hero�
was the national theme for this year�s
competition.

Zeiger Elementary School third grader
Paulina Davison sang her way to the State
level with her song �My Different Kind of
Hero,� taking the Outstanding Interpreta-
tion Award for the intermediate (grades 3-
5) musical composition category.  Her
entry will advance to the national competi-

up,� she says.  �It�s more important to
keep going and to try
your best.�  Hopkins
has been dancing
jazz, tap, ballet, and
lyrical dance for five
of her seven years.

Brittney-Lee
Davidson, a fourth
grader from Hunt
Elementary, won an
Award of Excellence
in intermediate
division literature (grades 3-5) at the State
competition.  Her piece, entitled �A
Different Kind of Hero,� highlighted how

her mom is a
different kind
of hero.  �I
wrote my
mom�s life into
a story, then
added a little
detail,� says
Davidson.  �My
different hero is
my mom

because she makes me happy and she
makes me feel better about myself.  The

best part of this experience was trying my
best, learning more about my mom, and
learning that writing is a fun thing to do.�

The Reflections program encourages
students in pre-school through grade 12 to
create and submit works of art in four
areas: literature, musical composition,
photography, and the visual arts (which
includes art forms such as drawing,
painting, print making, and collage).  In
addition to the four categories recognized
by the National PTA, Washington State
PTA offers two additional categories of
film/video and choreography/dance.
These works are judged at the state level,
but do not advance for further judging.
Participation in Reflections is organized
by student age and grade levels, so student
works are critiqued against others in the
same grade division.

This year, nearly 800 students entered the
Puyallup PTA Council�s Reflections
program.  Of those entries, 260 were
selected as District finalists and 43 entries
advanced to the State competition.
Davison�s musical composition entry has
advanced to the National competition and
will be judged this spring.

Summer school set July 5 to 29

ceiling, apply a fresh coat of paint and a
wallpaper border, hang colorful art,
install a blackboard for announcements,
and set up a small wooden cabinet for a
plant and hand creams.

Nelson also works in smaller, less
noticeable ways. A volunteer table inside
the front entry is almost always filled
with inspiring messages or quotes, as
well as fresh flowers provided by her
paraeducator, Holly Johnson. There is
also a sign-in book for volunteers to
record their hours, and each month
Nelson and Johnson tally the volunteer
hours. In February alone, volunteers put
in more than 3,600 hours.

Volunteers also frequent what has
become known as �the central hub� �
or Nelson�s office. The coordinator has
carved out an area just for volunteers,
complete with a sitting area and a softly-
lit table that contains a plate of cookies,
basket of candy, coffee, tea, and a book
of short stories about volunteering.

A volunteer coordinator for the past
seven years, Nelson has developed a
core list of volunteers, many of whom
come back year after year to work. As
she learns about various needs at the
school, she works to place volunteers in
areas they would enjoy. �I encourage
them to try it for awhile,� says Nelson.
�I also try to link them with another
parent or volunteer.�

Rosie Schatz, a mother of two Wild-
wood students and PTA vice president,
says Nelson is organized, approachable,
and �shows us all the time that we are
appreciated.�

Nelson conducts volunteer trainings five
times a year during which she reviews
procedures at Wildwood and shares a
School District training video. She also
works closely with PTA representatives
to help coordinate volunteer placement.

�I love making our school an inviting
place for all students and community
members,� says Nelson. �Volunteers are
here for our children and their success,
both academically and socially.�

tion.  Davison�s composition, highlighting
the heroism of Anne Frank, was inspired
while doing a book project on Frank.  She
is currently learning to play the cello, and
her piece includes vocals, piano, and cello.
�My most memorable experience with this
was when I first got to hear how it
sounded on a tape,� says Davison.
Davison won the state competition in 2003
as a kindergartner for her song �Signs of
Courage.�

Hayden Hopkins, a second grader at
Stewart Elementary, won the Outstanding
Interpretation Award in primary choreog-
raphy/dance (preschool to grade 2) with
the lyrical dance entry �Breakaway.�  �I
learned that it doesn�t matter if you mess

Paulina Davison

Hayden
Hopkins

Brittney-Lee
Davidson

High school students can take classes in
core academic subjects for credit retrieval
through personalized computer instruction
at Walker High School in a newly designed
summer school program this year.

Students in grades nine through 12 who
are behind in their credits will have an
option of making up course work via
computers set up at Walker High School.
Teachers will be on site to assist students
in accessing course work, answering
questions, and tracking progress. The
NovaNet computer lab hours will be from
7:30 am to 6 pm. Hours may change due
to student enrollment.

Additionally, high school students who
need extra help in math can sign up for a
�Cognitive Tutor� class that combines
one hour of computerized instruction, and
one hour of direct classroom instruction

by a teacher. These courses will be
offered between 8 and 10 am, and 10 am
to 12 noon.

Elementary and junior high students will
be able to attend summer school math
and Reading Academy programs by
invitation only.

Summer school is scheduled from July 5
through July 29. Principals this year are
Kevin Hampton, assistant principal at
Kalles Junior High, and Arturo Gonzalez,
principal at Spinning Elementary. �Our
focus this year is reaching those students
who need extra help to succeed,� says
Hampton.

Cost is $175 per semester (.5 credit)
class. Registration forms and additional
information is available from school
counselors and career centers.

continued from page 4
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New elementaries to meet student, community needs

Architectural design of  Elementary #22 and #23, slated to open in
September 2007.

Schools are for children � then, they�re
also a valuable thread in the fabric of their
community.

It�s an especially happy situation when
school planners and supporters have the
opportunity to create an education
building from the ground up and mold it to
fit the needs of students who will be sitting
in the classrooms and walking the hall-
ways.  It�s even nicer when a school design
also can embrace the expectations of the
community that wants to use it after hours.

With two new elementary schools slated to
open in just over two years in the burgeon-
ing South Hill area of the School District,
a corps of parents, teachers, District
planners, and architects have been given
just that type of opportunity � and have
seized it.

The 77 people who joined in this endeavor
developed unique design features � also
referred to as elementary specifications �
that will serve both student and community
needs at Elementary #22 (located in the
Sunrise development) and Elementary #23
(in the Silver Creek area).

The two-story schools, designed to serve
750 students each, will be structured so
that the building wings can be separated
into three �houses,� allowing different age
groups to function in separate communi-
ties while still having them use common
areas such as the gym and library to feel
unified as a school. Dividing a school into
self-contained houses, or wings, is a
modern concept also being used in the
design of the new Kalles and Aylen junior
high schools.

Small project classrooms, which will be
connected to two regular classrooms and
shared by those students and teachers, will
be another innovative feature.

Project rooms can be used for small-group
work on academic and art projects, for
individualized instruction with a student
who needs extra help outside of the regular
classroom setting, and for activities that
will allow students to apply what they
have learned in class in other formats.

�If a student is doing a world project and

The music rooms will have special
acoustical features, as in other District
elementaries � but they will be larger,
notes Cox. �The most exciting change is
that they will be centrally located and
attached to the school�s performance
area.�

Students used to eating lunch at their
classroom desks will be able to enjoy
cafeterias � a design feature enjoyed by
only one of the District�s 21 other elemen-
tary schools (Stewart Elementary).

Planners were also alert to providing
safety features.  Staff will be able to lock
down small segments of the building in
emergency situations. This smaller
�zoning� can also help safeguard against
intruders. In addition, school visitors will
be required to enter through a double set
of doors and, once inside, pass through
and check in at the school office before
entering a school commons area. Separat-
ing the school into small zones will also
benefit community groups that rent rooms
for events outside of school hours. By
having access to a limited area and
keeping the rest of the school locked,
adults will thus have a smaller area in
which to supervise children, says Cox.

has selected a country to write a report on,
the student could use the computers in the
special project rooms to look up additional
information, put the report into a visual
three-dimension format, and even do a
Web-based presentation,� says Casey Cox,
Capital Projects Education Planner.

The shared small project rooms also will
allow two teachers to team on projects and
share their expertise in certain areas.

�I love the small project rooms,� says
Mary Barnette, a third-grade teacher at
Brouillet Elementary and a member of the
planning team. �Right now, at Brouillet,
we don�t have any place for parents to
help with remediation with the students.�

Barnette, who has taught at Brouillet for
15 years, also was enthused about new
high-technology training opportunities for
students. The schools will have computer
labs, an office space for students to
broadcast morning announcements, and a
video setup that runs throughout the
school.

Two music rooms � one for younger
students and one for older elementary
musicians � also are built into the plans.

New Aylen Junior
High to open in 2008
Aylen Junior High students will be
enjoying a new building a year sooner
than expected.  The new school, a 2004
bond issue project, will open its doors
September 2008  instead of September
2009.

Endorsing the recommendation of the
Bond Oversight Committee (BOC), the
Puyallup School Board unanimously
agreed to accelerate the Aylen construc-
tion schedule by 12 months.  Building
Aylen a year earlier will produce
several benefits, including moving
students into a new building as soon as
possible, saving a year of inflation in
construction costs, and opening both
Aylen and Junior High #7 at the same
time as new junior high boundaries are
put into effect.

The new Kalles building is scheduled to
open September 2007 and Junior High
#7 will come on line in September
2008. A junior high boundary study will
be completed in 2005-06 and imple-
mented in September 2008, says Debra
Aungst, Assistant Superintendent for
Management Services.

Before approving the accelerated
construction of Aylen, Aungst says it
was important to make sure that there
would be sufficient athletic field space
available for three Valley area schools
� Aylen, Kalles, and Puyallup High
School, which rely on the junior high
fields for sports such as football,
soccer, baseball, and fast-pitch.

Adding the new fields at the Heritage
Recreation Center on South Hill to a
mix of other elementary, junior high,
and high school athletic facilities makes
it possible to accommodate sports
programs.

�We were able to do this because the
new Heritage Recreation Center, which
will provide new baseball, fast-pitch,
and soccer fields, is scheduled to be
ready for use in spring 2006,� says
Aungst.

(design courtesy of BLRB Architects)



The following is a regular feature
updating the community of progress
made on the $198.5 million school bond
approved by voters in February 2004.

Projects completed
� Initial design phase for new Elemen-

tary #22 and #23

� All junior high and high school
teachers have received their laptop
computers with training, bringing
total computers delivered through
the end of April to 1,069 out of
1,200

Projects under way
� Design of the Puyallup High girls

fast-pitch field, targeting construc-
tion this summer

� Initial design for Junior High #7,
including development of the site
plan and floor plan

� Site planning for the Aylen Junior
High rebuild, including landscaping,
storm water pond, fields, and
parking

� Detailed design for the Kalles Junior
High rebuild

� Renovation of the Rogers Aquatic
Center, which began over spring
break and resumes on May 28

Future projects
� Construction will begin this summer

on the Fruitland and Meeker
elementary school remodel projects

� Initial design of field improvements
at Northwood Elementary will begin
soon, with construction to be
completed in summer 2006
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School bond update
Interim housing plans set for next two years

Pope Elementary students make their way to the bus after school.
Sixth graders from Pope will move to Emerald Ridge High this fall.

Pope Elementary fifth grader Samira
Shaar is looking forward to spending her
sixth-grade year at Emerald Ridge High
School. This move is part of the plan for
Pope and Brouillet elementary children to
attend class at other District schools over
the next two years while Elementary
Schools #22 and #23 are being built.

�I think it�ll be fun,� Shaar says. She is
involved in orchestra, patrol, and basket-
ball. �I like Pope, but sixth grade is the
best grade to be moved.�

As the temporary solution to overcrowd-
ing, the School Board agreed last month
to move Pope Elementary sixth graders to
a set of separate portable classrooms at
Emerald Ridge High starting in Septem-
ber.

The Board also decided to immediately
start enrolling new incoming students
from a certain Brouillet area neighbor-
hood in Firgrove Elementary School, as
long as those students do not already have
siblings at Brouillet.

These decisions were based on the results

from community forums held this winter
at Pope, Hunt, and Brouillet elementary
schools. Planning is under way to make
the transitions as smooth as possible.
Work is also being done to make sure that
students can take advantage of superior
learning opportunities.

 �The Brouillet area students coming in to
Firgrove Elementary are moving into a
very fine school with an infrastructure that
is already geared toward elementary
school children,� says Dick Cvitanich,
Assistant Superintendent of Student
Learning and Instruction. Firgrove staff is
currently working out the logistics for
accommodating 200 more students over
the next two years. Such details include
facilities, food service, transportation, and
human resources.

Moving the Pope Elementary sixth
graders to Emerald Ridge High is a
different kind of challenge. Staff is
addressing concerns including student
leadership, safety and security, and
program facilities.

The sixth-grade students will be bused to

Pope Elementary first, and then to
Emerald Ridge High. It is hoped that
students participating in band will be
able to continue as they do now �
practicing at Pope before the school day
starts. The student council leaders will
still make school announcements,
participate in monthly meetings, and
possibly even help with school patrol.
School assemblies can be held first thing
in the morning while the Pope sixth
graders are still on the Pope campus. In
the afternoon, students will be bused
straight home from Emerald Ridge.

Pope Elementary Principal Cory
Crawford is upbeat about the possibili-
ties. �Sixth-grade teachers are all about
the �can-do� attitude,� he says. �They�re
coming up with ideas about the student
council and other activities � ideas to
make this a very effective transition.
Essentially, we�re elevating the opportu-
nities for the sixth graders by having them
at Emerald Ridge.�

Anticipating safety concerns, the District
decided that the sixth graders will have
their own office and restrooms set up
within their portables complex. They will
have a fenced outdoor play area, and
schedules will be staggered so that sixth
graders will have recess when the high
school students are in class.

Prospects for partnering between the
schools are being explored, as well as
instructional possibilities for use of the
high school facilities. �Emerald Ridge has
beautiful science labs, gymnasiums, and
music rooms,� says Cvitanich. �We want
to work with the Emerald Ridge staff and
find ways to use these wonderful facilities
to enhance the educational experience of
the Pope sixth graders.�

With issues and opportunities on the table,
parents stand ready to help find the best
solutions. Denise Steed, parent to another
Pope fifth grader, says, �Now that the
Board has passed the proposal, we need to
shift gears and look for the positive
opportunities that this situation can
provide our children.�
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Dental van expands service to Stewart 2005-06 budget plans
The large white van parked in front of
Stewart Elementary five days this year
might go unnoticed by some, but for
Puyallup health care providers, educators,
and a number of families with children
who have extreme dental health care
needs, the van is a dream come true.

Inside, the space resembles a converted
recreational vehicle, including two small
dental offices and modern equipment to
provide a range of mobile dental services.
The van, a dental health van provided and
coordinated through Northwest Medical
Teams, provides free dental care at
Firgrove and Stewart Elementary for
children referred for services by their
school nurse.

First serving Firgrove Elementary last
school year with six visits, this year the
van�s services have been extended to serve
Stewart five days a year.  According to
Darlene Short, the nurse at Stewart
Elementary, 45 Stewart students were
identified with untreated dental needs, and
about 30 to 40 of those students did not

services during the van�s visits to
Stewart.  Visits by the van to Firgrove
provided services to students from
Firgrove, Zeiger, and Ballou.

Dr. Steve Urback, a dentist who volun-
teers for the dental van and helps with
fundraising for the program, finds the
experience rewarding.  He became
involved through volunteer efforts to
promote water fluoridation in the area,
and decided to volunteer on the dental
van if it would provide services to
Puyallup.  �This is a huge team effort,�
he says.  �Last year was our first year
with Firgrove.  The level of decay we saw
rivaled what you might see in a Third
World country, and we saw it right here
in Puyallup.  We don�t have any clinics
east of Tacoma, so this is a good way to
meet some of the needs in the area.�

In addition to the seven local dentists who
volunteer with the van, each site visit
requires the volunteer efforts of a number
of community volunteers to ensure that as
many students as possible are treated
through the visits.  Stewart PTA President
Sara Kerrick, the parent of a sixth grader
and a third grader at Stewart, spent a day
armed with a clipboard coordinating
student appointments on the van.  While
one student received treatment from Dr.

Urback and Luke Snyder, a dental
assistant with Northwest Medical Teams,
another student was having her teeth
cleaned by a dental hygienist at the other
end of the van.

Each visit to a school site costs $800 for
use of the van and the supplies.  A
number of community supporters have
sponsored the visits for this year, includ-
ing generous support from the PTAs at
Firgrove and Stewart.  A $2,100 donation
from Puyallup Kiwanis and a $2,000
donation from Puyallup Kiwanis Founda-
tion may fund a new electric hook up at a
third school, as well as three visits by the
van to Stewart Elementary.  The donation
from the Puyallup Kiwanis Club was
made through a gift to the club from the
estate of John Espy, a longtime member
and supporter of the Puyallup Public
School District.

According to Diana Higgins, the nurse at
Ballou and Firgrove, families are nearly
always aware of the child�s untreated
dental disease, but for a variety of reasons
they have been unable to obtain treatment
for their child. �Now that I can offer
parents an opportunity for their child to
receive excellent, accessible dental care at
school, parents ask, �What do I need to do
to make this happen?�� she says.

The School Board is expected this
month to consider proposed elementary
school attendance boundaries drafted
after months of planning meetings and
several public forums.

Dozens of parents met in late March at
Brouillet, Hunt, and Pope elementary
schools to review and comment on the
proposed boundaries. These are the
schools which will be relieved of
current overcrowding when Elementary
#22 and #23 open for classes in
September 2007. The proposed bound-
aries also change a portion of the
southern boundaries of Firgrove and
Ridgecrest elementary schools.

The South Hill Elementary School
Boundary Study Committee, which
includes parents and District staff,
considered several factors in drafting its
recommendation to the Board: current
and future enrollment of the area served
by the five schools; the balance of the
capacities of each school with popula-
tion and growth projections for the area
for 2007 through 2010; neighborhood
and family impact; economic and ethnic
diversity; walking and transportation
patterns; natural geography; and public
comments during the forums.

To review the boundary map as pro-
posed to the Board, go to
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
news/bond-3.cfm.

have resources to seek treatment.  Details
about the program were also provided in
Spanish this year with the assistance of
Stewart Principal Clara Davidson.  Staff
members on the dental van also speak
Spanish, helping bridge the gap for
families with language barriers or prob-
lems with transportation or insurance.

The dentists and hygienists on the van
volunteer their time and services.  For
students with extreme dental or orth-
odontia needs, additional dentists and
specialists in the area have agreed to
provide free treatment for the students
referred to them by the dental van.
Students who attend schools not served
by the dental van may also receive
services if they are referred by their
school nurse.  This year, additional
students at Wildwood, Fruitland, Kalles,
Waller Road, Mt. View, Woodland, and
Walker High School also received dental

�The level of decay we saw rivaled
what you might see in a Third World
country, and we saw it right here in
Puyallup.�

Dr. Steve Urback

Boundary study update

Comments are welcome on Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle�s proposed 2005-06
budget, which was released May 9 at the
first of two public hearings before the
School District�s Board of Education.
Specifics about Apostle�s proposed
budget will be outlined in the June
Connections.

The second and final public hearing on
the budget is scheduled for the August 9
Board meeting, which is the date the
Directors are also scheduled to adopt
the budget plan. To comment, e-mail
Debra Aungst, Assistant Superintendent
for Management Services, at
daungst@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Dr. Steve Urback checks the dental health of  Stewart Elementary
student Jaimie Hernandez.
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First graders excel in reading with
their own mini school libraries

continued on page 11

Braden Hannold can�t wait every morning
to get his hands on a new book.

At the start of every school day, Braden
makes his way through an excited crowd of
first graders at Hunt Elementary who are all
clamoring to check out books about puppies,
bugs, soccer, and ballerinas that they can
take home to read that night and exchange
for a new adventure the next morning.

�I like learning new words and reading to
my mom and dad,� says Braden.

At Hunt, like many other elementary
schools around the District, first graders
are immersed in reading thanks to first-
grade mini libraries that allow children to
check out books daily that are tailored to
their early reading levels. The portable
libraries are possible in many schools
thanks to PTA volunteers who staff the
book carts, guide children to appropriate
choices for their reading levels, and
contribute new books to the collections.

Nearly all of the 110 first graders at Hunt
have checked out at least one book this past
year, and 80 percent of them visit the library
on a regular basis, says mini first-grade
library co-chair Jennifer Stewart. �We have

many students who come back every
morning for a new book.�

Remediation Specialist Nancy McIlraith
started the program at Hunt nine years ago
with a small District grant, and it has since
grown through the support of the PTA to
nearly 300 books. As word of the success-
ful program has traveled, the idea has
expanded to other elementary schools in
the District.

In some cases, like at Hunt, book carts are
set up in the middle of the hall before
school to the delight of as many as 50
children who search through baskets of
books separated and color-coded by
reading level difficulty before finding the
perfect choice.  At other schools, carts are
rolled into first-grade classrooms for
children to make their selections.

At Hunt, children check out their books
and drop them into cloth book bags, which
PTA member Patti McCoy sews for each
child at the start of the school year. Each
fall the school also hosts a back-to-school
first-grade reading night where children
can decorate the book bags with fabric
markers and puffy paints while their
parents listen to Hunt staff share tips for

effective reading and comprehension.

This year first-grade teachers dressed up
like storybook characters, Leon Johnson,
Assistant Director of Special Services,
read stories in the library, and parents
went home with a �story grammar glove�
� a gardening glove with a red felt heart
glued in the center of the hand to represent
a book�s theme, and words such as

�characters,� �plot,� and �setting� written
on each finger for parents to refer to when
discussing books with children.

�Learning to read is such an exciting thing
in first grade,� says McIlraith. �Through
the mini library, we have watched students
become more confident in their reading
skills and more independent in choosing
books that are just right for them.�

Hunt Elementary first graders (from left) Tabitha Lufkin, Shelby
Quillin, Kylie Waddill, and Antonette Buccat search for a book in the
first-grade mini library.

Students create ancient beeswax art for local health clinic
A centuries-old art form using melted
colored beeswax on wooden panels
captured the attention of Emerald Ridge

Heat is used to melt pigmented
beeswax that dries instantly,
creating a unique design.

One of  several student art
panels on display at Sound
Family Medicine.

High art students who teamed with a
professional artist to create a display for a
medical clinic on South Hill.

Candace Loring�s advanced placement art
class spent nearly four weeks this spring
working with Larry Calkins, a local painter,
photographer, and sculptor to learn the
�encaustic� method of painting. The
students� work is on display in the waiting
room of the Sound Family Medicine
Hartland Clinic at 3908 10th Street SE.

Encaustic art is an ancient Egyptian and
Greek form of painting using refined
beeswax mixed with powdered pigments
that is melted on a heat source and kept
hot while working. Calkins showed
students how to embed objects into the
wax, as well as add old photographs and

written messages to create variety and
texture on the 9- by 12-inch panels.

Unlike oil or acrylic paint, which takes time

to dry, melted beeswax dries instantly. A
special sheen or marbled texture can also
be achieved by applying heat from a torch
or iron � a technique students took
interest in immediately when they saw the
dramatic results.

�You can texturize making it 3-D,� says
senior Katie Weston. �Having this dry
right away forces you to be creative.
Seriously, it�s one of the coolest things to
work with.�

As the soft-spoken Calkins moved about
the classroom to work with students one-
on-one, he continuously praised their
individuality and creativity, shared ideas,
and showed the teens how to create art
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Winter sports wrap-up

Rogers High School gymnastics team wins first place in state.

Female wrestler becomes first to place in Class 4A at state

Rogers High School gymnastics
team wins state championship
It came down to the last event, the last
gymnast, and all eyes were focused on a
four-inch wide wooden beam and Amanda
Sinclair.

As Sinclair stepped up to the balance
beam, she knew Rogers was down 2 1/2
points � a sizeable margin for this sport
going into the final event. It would be like
a basketball team being down 20 points in
the final minutes of the game, she says.

Despite her nervousness Sinclair pulled
off a clean performance and dismount,
matching that of her teammates. �We all
stuck it,� she says. � It was a really cool
feeling.�

In the end, the Rogers High School
gymnastics team captured the state title at
the Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association State 4A Gymnastics Champi-

onship. The state win capped off a sweep
of titles during a season when the team
went undefeated. The girls also won the
South Puget Sound League (SPSL) South
Division and West Central District titles.

Coach Heather Renner
was also named league,
district, and state
Gymnastics Coach of
the Year. Renner says
she is proud of the
dedication and hard
work of the team, led
by co-captains Sinclair
and Kelsey
Roseborough.

In other winter sports and activity news:

�  Rogers High sent eight swimmers to the
state championships and placed seventh

overall. The team also placed third in the
SPSL regular season and second in the
West Central District. Several individual
swimmers and relay teams from Emerald

Ridge and Rogers placed in the top eight
spots at state.

Heather
Renner

continued on page 11

Puyallup High School wrestler Whitney Conder took sixth place in
state.

For nine years, Whitney Conder has
dominated the mat, including winning the
South Puget Sound League championship
two of her three years at Kalles Junior High.

Now she dominates the history books,
becoming the first female wrestler to place
among the coveted top eight spots at the
Class 4A state wrestling tournament.

The Puyallup High junior took sixth place
overall at state � an accomplisment that
came as no surprise to her coach. �She is a
flat out tough athlete,� says Bryan
Bartelson. �Whitney is an exceptional
athlete because of her work ethic. She�s
the one who wants to run extra, drill extra,
and wrestle six days a week year-round.�

Conder, who comes from a family of
wrestlers, says she loves the competitive
nature of the sport. �I like that it�s a tough
sport, and you can always get better,� she
says.

While some tease her for being female in a

male-dominated sport, most respect and
admire her skill. The 17-year-old also
sees an increase in the number of female
wrestlers both in Washington and across
the country. �Girls are getting a lot more
courageous in going into the sport.�  As
for her Viking teammates, she says, �I
love all the guys on the team. They are
like brothers to me.�

The keys to being a successful wrestler,
she says, are technique and speed. �It�s a
very mentally challenging sport. It�s not
necessarily all about strength. If my
opponent makes a mistake, I take
advantage of it.�

Conder wrestles at the 103-pound weight
classification, maintains a strict diet, and
despite her share of jammed fingers and
hurt shoulders, has her eye on college
wrestling. She is interested in a career in
oceanography or working with animals,
enjoys rock climbing, camping, and
dancing, and would one day like to coach
wrestling.(photo courtesy of Northwest School and Sports Photography)

(photo courtesy of Northwest School and Sports Photography)
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Puyallup joins
special education
funding lawsuit

Winter sports wrap-up

Students create beeswax art

tools with little or no expense. Rather than have students write
with a traditional ink pen, for example, he filled ink into a hollow
forsythia branch that he had sharpened  at one end for writing.
Junior Shayla Tolliver used the branch to add writing to her
cityscape scene, then pounded nails into the board for texture and
interest. �I feel more a part of this art piece than anything else I�ve
done,� she says.

Loring described the opportunity to work with Calkins as a
�once-in-a-lifetime� experience. �This is such an incredible
medium, and he is so giving of his talents and abilities.�

Calkins also thoroughly enjoyed working as an artist-in-residence
with the Emerald Ridge High students and has invited them to
become a part of one of his latest art projects at the Museum of
Glass in Tacoma. The students will put their handprints on a cave
wall Calkins is designing using natural clay and metal sculptures.
The art is expected to be unveiled to the public in July and on
display at the Museum for one year, he says.

The student art has received a warm welcome at the Hartland
Clinic, says Lucinda Jayne-Werley, marketing coordinator/
executive assistant with Sound Family Medicine, which funded
the project. An easel set up in the waiting room describes the
project and names the student artists. The theme of the project
is �humor, health, hope, inspiration, and healing.� �We wanted
an outreach to local residents, and this really ended up being a
terrific project,� she says. �It�s wonderful for our patients to
see such talent and how the pieces all tie together.�

Emerald Ridge High senior Katie Weston learns encaustic
painting with help from professional artist Larry Calkins.

The Puyallup School District has joined
11 other school districts statewide in a
lawsuit filed against the state of Wash-
ington in an effort to receive full funding
for special education.

State and federal law requires school
districts to provide special education
services to all students ages three to 21
who require those services; however,
school officials say they must spend more
on special education than they receive
funding for from the state. Simply put,
the District receives about 60 cents for
every $1 spent on special education, says
Debra Aungst, Assistant Superintendent
for Management Services.

Records from the 2002-03 school year
show that the Puyallup School District
spent nearly $4.9 million in local
maintenance and operations levy funds
to make up for a shortfall in state special
education funding. Statewide, school
districts spent more than $100 million in
local levy funds for that purpose.

Superintendent Tony Apostle says, �In
our District and in most others, students
in special education programs continue
to be served even though the state is
failing in its obligation to fully fund
special education programs. Levy
dollars should be used for enrichment
programs rather than to fill in gaps
caused by the state�s failure to comply
with its legal and constitutional duty.�

The civil lawsuit is expected to go to
trial October 3, 2005. Other school
districts that first filed the lawsuit last
September are Bellingham, Bethel,
Burlington-Edison, Everett, Federal
Way, Issaquah, Lake Washington,
Mercer Island, Northshore, Riverside,
and Spokane.

School Board member Lloyd
Freudenstein says he is optimistic about
the lawsuit, which �will force the
Legislature to do something the state
Constitution says it is obligated to do.�

Calendar dates set
for 2005-06

� All three high school wrestling teams
had fine showings at the state tournament
and at regional events.
Both Emerald Ridge
and Rogers high
schools placed in the
top 10 teams at state,
and Emerald Ridge,
Puyallup, and Rogers
placed first, second,
and fifth respectively
in the Region II
tournament. Emerald
Ridge coach Jim
Meyerhoff was named the SPSL Wres-
tling Coach of the Year, and Craig
Fredrikson, also of Emerald Ridge, was
named SPSL Assistant Coach of the Year.

� In girls basketball, Emerald Ridge
snatched fourth place in the SPSL South.
Puyallup and Rogers followed in fifth
and eighth places respectively.

Jim Meyerhoff

� In boys basketball, Puyallup Vikings
took fourth place and Emerald Ridge
placed sixth in the SPSL South.

� Rogers High School received the
overall SPSL Sportsmanship Award for
its winter athletic program, and Emerald
Ridge girls basketball received the
Sportsmanship Award from among all
girls basketball teams in the league.

� Rogers High Concert Choir, directed by
Pat Michel, and the Emerald Ridge High
Wind Ensemble, led by Doug Minkler,
were named state academic champions for
having the highest grade point averages
among all Washington high schools in
their enrollment classifications in choir
and band. This is the second year Rogers
Concert Choir has won that recognition.

� Puyallup High School�s cheerleading
squad took second place in March at the
Washington State Cheer Coaches
Association state meet.

continued from page 10

The following dates have been estab-
lished for the 2005-06 school year. The
last day of school, other non-school
days, and early dismissal information
will be released following the conclu-
sion of negotiations between the School
District and the Puyallup Education
Association. Updates will be posted on
the District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us

First Day of School: September 7,
2005

Winter Break: December 19, 2005 to
January 2, 2006 (students return January
3, 2006)

Mid-Winter Break: February 17-20,
2006

Spring Break: April 3-7, 2006

continued from page 9
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Firgrove celebrates reading at �A Night Out With Caldecott�

Rap, Rhythm, and Rhyme encourages writing at Aylen
Erik Cork, a nationally recognized
writing consultant, had the undivided
attention of nearly 300 seventh
graders for an entire school day at
Aylen Junior High as he taught them
about effective writing.

His secret? Cork had popular tunes
blaring from music speakers, teachers
singing and dancing to nursery rhymes
set to rap, and students singing on-the-
spot as he passed microphones
randomly around the gym. Students
like Midori Moorehead (left) didn�t
miss a beat as Cork presented his
workshop, �Rap, Rhythm, and
Rhyme,� Rebuilding the Writing
Foundation, to help students boost
their vocabulary and writing skills in
preparation for the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning
(WASL).

Infectious giggles fill the second floor
of a clubhouse where Firgrove students
and their families gather on couches,
chairs, and the floor to listen to a story
about a girl who uses her kite to rescue
her imprisoned father.

After the story, the children hurry to
tables to paint watercolor paper kites.
Their mothers and fathers, meanwhile,
circle around several school staff
members who share tips on what they
can do at home to help their children
become better readers.

This scene is repeated twice a month at
Hidden Glen Mobile Home Park on
South Hill, where about 40 Firgrove
students, siblings, and parents gather for
�A Night Out With Caldecott.�

The participants, many of whom live at
the mobile home complex, arrive at the
clubhouse about 6 pm for a hot meal. A
story follows � first in English,
followed by a summary of a Caldecott
award winning book in Spanish by Lee
Pogue, a Pierce College student who
also volunteers weekly in Firgrove�s
Help One Student to Succeed (HOSTS)
reading program. Pogue captures the
children�s attention with animated facial
expressions and movement as he asks
them questions about the book.

After the story children do an art project
that ties into the book theme while
parents sit in a discussion group.
Handouts are printed in English and
Spanish, and at the end of the night,
each family goes home with a new copy
of the book read that evening and, in
some cases, art supplies.

The family literacy nights are possible
thanks to a $7,500 Starbucks Youth
Leadership Grant that focuses on the
power of literacy. The grant pays for
nine family literacy nights this year, and
the hope is to continue the event next
year, says David Sunich, a third-grade
teacher and one of the grant writers.

The event has grown from a few
interested families in the beginning to
more than 40 people each session.

Firgrove parent Patty Garcia is one of
several who faithfully attend the
gatherings. She brings her second-grade
son, Luis, and his 3-year-old sister,
Samantha. �They like the stories, and
it�s so nice to get a book to take home,�
she says.

Firgrove Assistant Principal Stacey
Gailey says hosting the event down the
street from people�s homes, serving
dinner, and making reading fun has
contributed to the sizeable turnouts.
�Having it in their own backyard in their
own community has been a huge
success,� says Gailey. �They have made
connections with us, and we now have
parents who didn�t know us before who
are volunteering regularly at our
school.�

Gailey, Sunich, HOSTS Coordinator
Wendy Ramsaur, and numerous HOSTS
volunteers and other parent helpers
attend the literacy nights to help serve
food, set up craft tables, and encourage
children. Heather Proehl-Shute, an
AmeriCorps Vista volunteer who helped
last fall in Firgrove�s HOSTS program,
designed the curriculum.

Pierce College student and Firgrove Elementary volunteer Lee
Pogue summarizes a book in Spanish during one of  this year�s
school-sponsored family literacy nights.

Firgrove�s partnership with Starbucks
extends beyond the family literacy
nights. Two of the stores on South Hill
collect back-to-school supplies for the

school, display children�s book reviews,
donate coffee or tea for staff meetings,
and have had some employees trained to
be HOSTS volunteers.

Consultant Erik Cork wins the attention of  Aylen Junior High students
like Midori Moorehead during an upbeat writing presentation.


